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fall winter spring fall winter spring fall
one year later 2 yrs

2007 Cohort 100% 68.52% 61.88% 47.32% 44.33% 36.62% 23.12%
2008 Cohort 100% 86.51% 76.35% 51.91% 46.33% 37.83% 20.23%
2009 Cohort 100% 74.27% 65.15% 41.49% 35.27% 30.29% 14.32%
2010 Cohort 100% 88.65% 79.01% 51.82% 47.32% 36.40%
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STUDENT SUCCESS 
 
Students who entered 
Southwestern as first-time full-
time enrollees in the fall of 2007 
had a persistence rate of 
47.32% as measured one year 
later and 23.13% two years 
later. Persistence rates for 
students in the 2008 cohort 
were 51.91% and 20.23% for 
one and two years later 
respectively.  In the 2009 cohort 
persistence rates were 41.49% 
and 14.32% for one and two 
years later. Out of all the first-
time full-time enrollees in 2010 
in the fall of 2010 51.82% of 
them enrolled in the fall of 
2011. The two year persistence 
rates for the 2010 cohort are 
not known. 
  .  
SUCCESS GAPS 
 
With the exception of 2007 and 2009 cohorts, Fall to Winter Persistence rates were above 86%. In the 2007 Cohort it was 69% and 
74% in the 2009 cohort. Fall to winter persistence rates one year later are consistently higher at 85% for the 2009 cohort and over 
90% for 2007/8/10 cohorts. Students who enroll in winter are likely to register for classes in the spring a minimum 85% of the time 

the same trend is 
true one year later 
with the exception 
of 2010 cohort 
which is at 77%.  
Spring to Fall 
persistence rates 
are consistently 
below 68% with the 
exception the 2007 
cohort. The 2009 
cohort had the 
lowest persistent 
rates at 64% the 
first year and 47% 
one year later.   

 
ABOUT THE DATA: Cohorts are identified as first-time full-time 
freshman that enter in the fall of each year. Persistence 
rate is tracked based on the number of returning students 
one and two years later, respectively. 
 

DATA SOURCE: Southwestern - First-time full-time freshman 
cohort (defined as all first-time full-time freshman that 
entered Southwestern during the fall term) in fall 2007, 
2008, and in fall 2010 enrollees were tracked for 
attendance each term within the Colleague/Datatel system 


